o

8 COURTS
S o
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT oEp 2 5 2008
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS A
 HOUSTONDIVISION .0\ oy coemor couRt

"UNITED STATES OF AMERICA §
3 ‘H-08-630
VS, § Criminal No. H-08-
§
- PHYLLIS ANN TAYLOR § UNDER SEAL
INDICTMENT

THE GRAND JURY CHARGES THAT;

COUNTS ONE THROUGH EIGHT
(Mail Fraud) ‘

A. INTRODUCTION

At all times material to this indictment:
1, The Federal Ernergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) was an agency

| W1thm the Department of Homeland Security that pr0v1ded asmstance to the victims of

disasters. Disaster asmst_z_mce is made available after the Pres1dent of the United States

‘declares that a major disaster has occﬁrred in a specified ._a.rea, To be e_ligibie for FEMA

disaster assistance based on hou’sirig.needs, the damaged home in the disaster aréa must

have been where the applicant usually lived and Wh‘er.e the applicant was residing at the

time of the disaster.
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2. Hurricane Kﬁtrina (“Katrina”) made landfall ofi the Louisiana Gulf
" Coast ‘01l1 or about August 29, 2005, and was declared a major disaster by President
. George W, Bush that same day.

3. Hurricane Rita (“Rita”) rﬁade landfall on the Té:xas and Lou‘i}siana‘Gulf
Coast on or about September 23, 2005, and was declar_ed a maj'or disaster by President
George W. Bush on or about September 24, 2005. |

4. Under FEMA’s current Individuals and Households Program (“IHP™),
eligible appliclants displaced from their homes were potentially able to receive up to
$26,200 in housing and other disaster assistance. Those that were eiig-iﬁ)le- could apply
by telephone or online.

5. As part of the IHP, FEMA made availaBIe to each eligible household
$2,000 in expedited assistance (“EA”). The EA payments were intended to help Kétrina
and Rita evacuees with immediate food, shelter, and clothing geeds.. FEMA discontinued
EA paymentsin coqneotion with Katrina on September 26, 2605, and in coﬁgection with
Rita on'October 21, 2005.

6.  The United States Department of the Treasury (“U.S. Treasuxfy”) §r0Vided

these disaster assistance payments by either sending checks via U.S. mail to the applicant

at the “Current Mailing Address” listed in their application, o, at the applicant’s



request, sending the disaster assistance proceeds via electronic fund transfer (“EFT;’) to
a bank account specified‘ by the applicant.
B. THE S.‘CHEME AND ARTIFICE TO DEFRAUD |

7. Beginning on or about. September 1, 2005, and continuing to on or about
Noverﬁber 17, 2006, in the Houston Division of the Southern f)istrict of Texas, fhe
defendant,

PHYLLIS ANN TAYLOR,
did knowingly execute and attempt to execute a scheme to defraud FEMA and ébtain
money from the U.S. Treasury, through FEMA's disaster assistance programs, by means
of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations and promises by submitting false and
fraudulent claims for disaster assistance in connection With Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
C. THE MANNER AND MEANS

It was part of the scheme that:

8. After Hurric.ane Katrina, TAYLOR would and did submit a claim with |
FEMA for Katrina disaster assistance using her actual name and social security number
and listing her actual primary residence in Mafrero, Louisiana, even though Katrina did
not damage her HUD-subsidzed housing at thag address.
| 9. After filing the first claim using hér OWN name and social security number,

TAYLOR would and did submit at least siX more FEMA claims forl Katrina assistance
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using slight variations of her name, social security numbers belonging to others, and
false primary residences in New Orleans, many of which do not even exist.-

10.  After Huricane Rita, TAYLOR would and did file at least five FEMA
claims for Hurricane Rita assistance listing slight variations gf her name, social security
numbers belonging to others, and false primary resid'ences;ﬁin Lake Charles, many of
which do not even exist. |

11, TAYLOR would and.did assist };er husband and two relatives in filing

| multiple false FEMA claims using ‘Social Security nurﬁbers belonging to other
individuals.

12, TAYLO'R would aﬁd did use different social éecurity numbers to obtain
fundiﬁg from hurric';ané housing assistancé progréms for three separate residences in the
Houston area, which shé then listed as the mailing addresses on the multiple FEMA
claims she filed so that the sa.me mailing address Would hot be listed in too many claims.

13. TAYLORwould and did open a post office box in_Houstqn, which she used
as the mailing address for some of the FEMA claims she ﬁled and some she helped her
husband and reiatif/es file.

14, TAYLOR Would and did cieposit a $10,391.51 check from FEMA for
persohal property damage, but then submit a request for FEMA to reissue the check on

the false basis that she could not 1ocate or cash the check. E
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| 'D.. EXECUTION OF THE SCHEME AND ARTIFICE TO DEFRAUD
15, Onor abbut .the dates set forth below, in the Héuston Divisioﬂ of the
Southern Distfict ef Texas, the defendant,
| ?HYLLIS ANN TAYLOR,
for the purpose of executing the éforementioned scheme to defraud, ciid knowingly cause

the U. S. Treasury to place in the mail the following checks for delivery by the United

States Postal Service to the defendant at the “Current Mailing Addresses” listed in the

FEMA claims:
Count | App. Name “Damaged” “Current Mailing Treasury
" Date Address " Address” Check Mailed
1 9/13/05 Phyliss xxxxx Lake Forest xxxx Wanda Ln., $10,391.51
Taylor Blvd,, Apt. Xxxx check on
Apt. xxx Houston, TX 77074 1172272005
New Orleans, LA
70127 .
2 9/13/05 Phyliss xxxxx Lake Forest xxxxx Dawn Mist Dr. $10,391.51 -
' Taylor Blvd,, Humble, TX check on
Apt. xxx 77346 1171512006
New Orleans, LA ‘
70127
3 | 91705 | Phyllis xxxx Reed Blvd, wox WandaLn, | $2,000 check on
: Taylor New Orleans, LA Apt. xxxx or about 9/18/05
70126 Houston, TX 77074 : ‘
4 9/20/05 Phylis xxxx Julie St. - ek Wanda Lan,, $2.000 check on
Taylor New Orieans, LA Apt, xxxx or about 9/21/05
70126 Houston, TX 77074 -
‘5 10/4/05 Phyilis xxxx Julie St. xxxx Wanda Ln., $2,358 check on
Taylor " New Orleans, LA Apt. oo 10/15/2005
70126 " Houston, TX 77074




1O/15/05 Phyllis xxxx Lakeview Dy, P.O, Box xxxxx $2,000 check on
Taylor Lake Charles, LA Houston, TX 77274 or about
70605 ' 10/18/05
10/18/05 Phyllis xxxx Lakeview Dr, xxxx Wanda Ln,, $2,000 check on
Taylor Lake Charles, LA Apt. xxxx or about
70605 Houston, TX 77074 10/20/05
1/23/06 | Phyllis A. xxxxx Lake Forest xxxx Timber Creek $2,358 check on
Taylor Bivd., Place Dr, 2/1/06
' Apt, xxx Apt, Xxxx
New Orleans, LA Houston, TX 77084 .
70127 _

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1341,




COUNTS NINE THROUGH FIFTEEN
(Aggravated Identity Theft) -

On or about the dates set forth below, in ,fhe Houston Division of the
Southern District of Texas, the defendant,
PHYLLIS ANN TAYLOR,
knowingly and without legal authority used a means of identiﬁcation of another, that is,
the social secu‘i’ity: numbers assigned to the individuals listed below, during and in

relation to the violations of 18 U.8.C. § 1341 listed above in this indictment.

Cumﬂ - App. Soc, Sec. # Initials of True Assignee of Corfesponding Mail
Date Used in App. Sec. Sec. # ' Fraud Count in
' Indictment
9 9/13/05 woexx-9322 | Gs. =~ COUNT 1
10 9/17/05 XxX-xx-7135 TW.. COUNT 3
1 9/20/05 |  ookxx-1399 RM. COUNT 4
12 10/4/05 xxx-x%-0206 L COUNT §
13 10/15/05 XXX-Xx-1520 M.M. COUNT 6
© 14 10/18/05 Xxx-xx-9980 ~ EC COUNT 7
15 | 12306 | xoexx1839 TH, | ' COUNTS

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1028A.



COUNT SIXTEEN
(Disaster-Assistance Fraud)

Onor about Septemf)e;‘ 13, 2008, in the Houston Division of'the Southern District
of Texas, the defendant,
PHYLISS ANN TAYLOR,
made a materially false statement in her application with FEMA for Hurricane Ike
disaster assistance in that she falsely stated that her primary residence was xxxx Pruitt
Dr., Galveston, Texas, 77554 when Ike made landféll.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1040(a)(2), (0)(3).
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